
44%

KEY FIGURES

KEY DRIVERS

OVERVIEW
More than 1.5 million people in Somalia are expected to be severely food 
insecure in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) or worse through June 2019, driven by the 
impacts of below-average Deyr seasonal rainfall, large-scale destitution and 
displacement fuelled by the 2016/2017 drought and protracted con�ict.

In addition, 903,100 children under the age of �ve are likely to be acutely 
malnourished in 2019, according to �ndings from the post-Deyr seasonal 
assessment conducted in November and December 2018. Pastoral popula-
tions face depleted rangeland resources and limited saleable animals, while 
agropastoral households harvested below-average Deyr agricultural produc-
tion. As of January 2019, sustained and large-scale humanitarian assistance 
had prevented worse food security conditions in many areas. 

The forecast average Gu (April to June 2019) rains and mostly favourable 
market conditions are expected to mitigate more severe deterioration in food 
security conditions through mid-2019. 

Overall, food security has continued to improve throughout Somalia since 
mid 2018. Most northern and central livelihood zones are in Stressed (IPC 
Phase 2) conditions, while southern livelihood zones are Minimal (IPC Phase 1) 
or Stressed (IPC Phase 2). In October, humanitarian assistance continued to 
prevent worse conditions in Guban Pastoral and northwestern Northern 
Inland Pastoral livelihood zones, where Crisis! (IPC Phase 3!) and Stressed! (IPC 
Phase 2!) conditions  persist, respectively. Northwest Agropastoral and most 
IDP settlements are also in Crisis (IPC Phase 3).

2.6m
 The number of internally displaced 

persons (IDPs) in Somalia has reached a 
record 2.6 million**. 

1.5m
More than 1.5 million people in Somalia
are expected to be in Crisis (IPC Phase 3)

 or worse through June 2019

903K
Over 903,100 children under the age of 

�ve are likely to be acutely 
malnourished in 2019

Con�ict & 
insecurity

Poor rainfall 
performance 

Population 
displacement

Protracted armed con�ict and 
insecurity continue to uproot 
Somali civilians from their 
homes and signi�cantly 
disrupt livelihood activities

Over 2.6 million people, one of 
the largest IDP populations in 
the world have been displaced 
by protracted con�ict, extreme 
poverty and erratic weather 
patterns 

The Deyr rains started late 
and were below average 
across most of the country, 
with large parts of central 
Somalia and northern 
Somalia receiving 25-50 % of 
average rainfall
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Rural, (February - June 2019 ) Projection

1.5m
During January 2019, over 

1.5 million people faced severe 
acute food insecurity in Somalia

139,000 
People in IPC Phase 4 (Emergency)

9%
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The Hagaa and Jilal seasons are 
notably dry, and can cause drought 
especially if followed by poor rains

Gu harvestDeyr harvest

Jilaal dry season

Hagaa dry season

Deyr o�-season
 harvest

Gu o�-season 
harvest

Land preparation and planting

Land preparation and planting

The Hagaa Dry SeasonAgriculture is a major component particularly for two of the 
main rural livelihood systems in Somalia: Agro-pastoralist,  mix 
of agriculture and livestock production based livelihood and 
Agriculturalist, agriculture based livelihood

Somalia ‘s Aggriculture
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Source: FEWSNET

Source: FSNAU

Publication date  15 February 2019 | 
Survey for Somalia in 2014. |  | **Displacement estimates are from UNOCHA Somalia   | Feedback: ipc@fao.org   

*IPC population data is based on UNFPA’s Pupulation Estimation 
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12.3m
Somalia’s total 

population

87%

13%

Pop. in IPC Phase 3 (Crisis)  

Population estimates: UNFPA Somalia*

Source: FSNAU & Technical Partners 

Projection: Somalia Acute Food Security 
Situation  (February-June 2019)

Deyr rainy seasonGu rainy season

Crop production performance is determined 
by the bi-modal rainfall: Deyr crop 
production is from October to December  
followed by Gu   from April to June 

The Gu rains begin in April and last 
until June, producing a fresh supply 
of pasture and water for irrigation

The Deyr RainsThe Gu Rains
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Aggregate Numbers
Rural, Urban and IDP Populations

in Phases 3, 4 & 5

Phase  % of  (000s)
 Total Pop

1 60% 7 380

2 27% 3 392

3            12%  1 416

4 1%  139

5 0% 0

=13% of the population

Areas in Phase 3, 4 or 5

#,### (##%) Pop. and % in Phases 3, 4, and 5

% of people in 
each phase

0%                         100%

analysis

Area has reached 3,4 or 5 for 
more than 3 consecutive years

Acceptable

Medium

High

Acute Food Insecurity Phase
1            Minimal

2            Stressed

3            Crisis
4            Emergency
5            Famine

Areas with inadequate evidence
Not Analyzed

Urban settlement
Color depicts phase

IDP settlement
Color depicts phase

Acute Food Insecurity Phase
1            Minimal

2            Stressed

3            Crisis
4            Emergency
5            Famine

Areas with inadequate evidence
Not Analyzed

Urban settlement
Color depicts phase

IDP settlement
Color depicts phase

Areas in Phase 3, 4 or 5

#,### (##%) Pop. and % in Phases 3, 4, and 5

% of people in 
each phase

0%                         100%

analysis

Area has reached 3,4 or 5 for 
more than 3 consecutive years

Acceptable

Medium

High

159 000 (14%)
725 000 (21%)

Total
Urban
Rural
IDP

Total
Urban
Rural
IDP

63 000 (7%)

207 000 (18%)

54 000 (10%)

29 000 (6%)

47 000 (8%)

84 000 (12%)

187 000 (6%)

Total
Urban
Rural
IDP

Total
Urban
Rural
IDP

Total
Urban
Rural
IDP

Total
Urban
Rural
IDP

Total
Urban
Rural
IDP

Total
Urban
Rural
IDP

Total
Urban
Rural
IDP

  and Phase 4 (Emergency)
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Aggregate Numbers
Rural, Urban and IDP Populations

in Phases 3, 4 & 5

Phase  % of  (000s)
 Total Pop

1 61% 7 619

2 29% 3 571

3            9%  1 045

4 1%  92

5 0% 0

=10% of the population

Acute Food Insecurity Phase
1            Minimal

2            Stressed

3            Crisis
4            Emergency
5            Famine

Areas with inadequate evidence
Not Analyzed

Urban settlement
Color depicts phase

IDP settlement
Color depicts phase

Area would likely be at least 1 phase worse 
without effects of humanitarian assistance

Areas in Phase 3, 4 or 5

#,### (##%) Pop. and % in Phases 3, 4, and 5

% of people in 
each phase

0%                         100%

analysis

Area has reached 3,4 or 5 for 
more than 3 consecutive years

Acceptable

Medium

High

118 000 (11%)
583 000 (17%)

Total
Urban
Rural
IDP

Total
Urban
Rural
IDP

39 000 (5%)

44 000 (8%)

129 000 (11%)

22 000 (4%)

30 000 (5%)

59 000 (8%)

113 000 (3%)
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