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SEPTEMBER 2016 – COMMUNICATION SUMMARY 

Overview 

In August-September 2016, an estimated 4.4 million (37% of the total population) people are classified as severely 

food insecure. Compared to August-Septmber 2015, an additional 13% of the population has slipped into Crisis, 

Emergency and Catastrophe food insecurity during a period that is seasonally characterized by increased availability 

of green harvest, wild foods, fish and livestock products. Food security gains made in many parts of the Greater Upper 

Nile as a result of improved physical security and increased humanitarian interventions are being countered by 

deteriorations in the Greater Bahr el Ghazal and Greater Equatoria regions. Factors driving the deteriorations include 

insecurity that affected livelihood activities such as farming, the economic crisis, low household purchasing power1 

and high food prices for the urban and peri-urban populations that are highly market dependent. Out of the 4.4 million 

severely food insecure people, approximately 400,000 reside in the urban areas of Juba, Wau and Aweil and are 

facing Crisis and Emergency food insecurity. Of major concern are Aweil North and Aweil West in the Greater 

Northern Bahr el Ghazal region where a combined 30,000 people are facing Humanitarian Catastrophe (IPC Phase 5) 

food insecurity because of low-resilience livelihoods, diminished household purchasing power, disrupted markets 

and high food prices. The food security situation in the Greater Northern Bahr el Ghazal region could be worse if it 

wasn’t for the scaling up of humanitarian assistance during the July-August period. 

In October-December 2016, an estimated 3.4 million people are projected to face Crisis and Emergency food 

insecurity. During this period, approximately 1 million people are expected to move out of Crisis, Emergency and 

Humanitarian Catastrophe food insecurity because of increased consumption of dry harvest, wild foods, fish and 

livestock products, especially after a good rainfall season that is expected to continue2 till late into the year. Compared 

to October-December 20153, the situation is much worse because 40% more people are facing severe food insecurity 

this year. This worsening situation is attributed mainly to the economic crisis and resultant high food prices; local 

currency devaluations that have significantly reduced households’ purchasing power; disruptions to the first and 

second agricultural seasons particularly in the Greater Equatoria region which is the country’s food basket; insecurity 

along the major trade routes that has disrupted market functionality; and lately the fighting in and around Juba that 

has further affected transport activities out of the capital city. 

Across the country the key drivers of food insecurity include the economic crisis that is driving up prices of basic 

commodities and forcing most households to sell off their assets at unfavourable terms of trade (ToT)4; hyperinflation5 

that has significantly eroded household purchasing power; limited income earning opportunities; lack of hard currency 

to support the importation of goods and commodities; and insecurity that has displaced thousands, disrupted 

livelihoods, hampered farming activities such as harvesting, affected free flow of commodities and limited physical 

access to markets. 

Food Insecurity – August to September 2016 

In August to September 2016, Greater Northern Bahr el Ghazal has 72% of its population facing Crisis, Emergency and 

Catastrophe food insecurity whereas Greater Unity state has 61% of its population facing Crisis and Emergency food 

                                                           
1 The continued devaluation of the SSP against the US Dollar is severely impacting on the amount of food that households can purchase 
2 The GHACOFF 44 outlook for October to December 2016 predicts an increased likelihood of above normal rainfall for most of South Sudan 
3 In October-December 2015, an estimated 2,420,000 people were facing Crisis, Emergency and Humanitarian Catastrophe food insecurity 
4 The terms of trade (ToT) is a measure of the relative value of one commodity to another (or the inverse of their relative prices) and thus a 
measure of the exchange value of the good or service to be traded. ToT provides information on the purchasing capacity of a household to buy 
food. 
5 In July 2016, South Sudan’s inflation rate hit a record high of 661% year-on-year 



 

insecurity. Other regions with large proportions of their population facing severe food insecurity include Greater 

Western Bahr el Ghazal (55%), Greater Central Equatoria (40%), Greater Warrap (39%), and Greater Lakes (31%). 

Compared to the same period last year, the greatest deterioration has been in Central Equatoria, followed by Western 

Bhar el Gazal and Northern Bahr el Ghazal in that order where an additional 34% more of the population has slipped 

into severe food insecurity because of insecurity, displacement, the economic crisis, decreased household purchasing 

power due to local currency devaluation, high food prices, asset looting and disruptions to livelihood activities such as 

farming. The greatest improvements are in Greater Jonglei and Upper Nile because of improved security, greater 

access to food assistance and agricultural inputs, re-establishment of livelihoods and improved market functionality. 

The Greater Bahr el Ghazal region is the worst affected with populations facing Catastrophe, Emergency and Crisis 

food insecurity. The worsening food security situation in the highly market dependent Greater Northern Bahr el Ghazal 

has resulted in tens of thousands of people migrating into Sudan in search of food and livelihood opportunities. 

Insecurity along the Juba-Yambio-Wau-Aweil and Juba-Rumbek-Wau-Aweil roads is affecting trade by disrupting the 

smooth flow of goods to the markets resulting in high transportation costs that are finally passed on to the consumer 

in the form of high food prices. The continued closure of the Sudan/South Sudan border is also contributing to the 

diminished functionality of local markets in the region. In the equally market dependent Greater Western Bahr el 

Ghazal region, the food security situation has also been worsened by conflict related displacements, looting of assets, 

hyperinflation, high food prices and inaccessibility of Wau market because of insecurity along the access roads. Despite 

the presence of green harvests and increased availability of fish, wild fruits and milk, the food insecurity situation in 

the entire region remains at Crisis levels (Phase 3) or worse because most of the farming households were displaced 

by insecurity, hence the quantity of green harvest is inadequate. Raga in particular is currently isolated with no food 

assistance getting in because insecurity has hampered access by humanitarian actors. As a result, the food security 

situation has drastically deteriorated to Emergency (Phase 4) levels. 

In Greater Lakes and Warrap regions, the food security situation largely remains in Crisis levels (Phase 3) even with the 

improved seasonal availability of green harvest, supplemented with fish and milk. This is because in Lakes, insecurity 

along the trade routes continues to disrupt market functionality; the resultant high food prices are limiting the quantity 

of food that households can purchase; flooding has also destroyed some crops thus denying some farming households 

access to green harvest. In Greater Warrap, the situation remains worse with the entire region classified in Crisis food 

insecurity (Phase 3) because of the same factors as Lakes. 

In the Greater Equatoria region, the expected positive impact of the seasonal availability of green harvest is diminished 

by increased cases of insecurity, with Lainya being the most affected and experiencing Emergency food insecurity 

(Phase 4). In these regions, first season cropping activities were disrupted and the harvest was below average. Other 

factors such as hyperinflation, market disruptions, mass displacements and asset looting are exacerbating the 

situation. The Juba crisis in July 2016 led to massive movement of people out of Juba, particularly traders, and resulted 

in reduced inflows of imported food commodities and supplies. The increased cases of insecurity along the key supply 

routes have significantly reduced the movement of local production to Juba, further fuelling the current high food 

prices. In the Greater Eastern Equatoria, with the exception of Greater Magwi and Budi, the rest of the region is 

experiencing Crisis food insecurity (Phase 3) due to physical insecurity-related market and livelihoods disruptions, 

livestock looting (Kapoetas), economic downturn, and extremely high food prices. 

In the Greater Upper Nile region, Greater Unity continues to experience high levels of acute food insecurity 

compared to Upper Nile and Jonglei. The overall security situation in most of former Upper Nile state has remained 

relatively stable since 2015 and as a result, no new large-scale displacements have occurred. This relative stability has 

enabled the delivery of humanitarian assistance and provision of agricultural inputs to affected households in order 

for them to re-start their livelihoods. In Greater Jonglei, the relatively stable security situation and constant 

humanitarian assistance has significantly improved the food security situation with the entire region classified in 

Stressed food insecurity (Phase 2). However, low harvests are expected in Lower Jonglei due to crop losses as a result 

of flooding that began in July and affected many villages in Bor, Twic East and Duk. In Upper Nile, improved access to 

inputs and better security led to increased cultivation in the Eastern parts which are mostly in Stressed food insecurity 

(Phase 2) levels. Military presence and related fears of insecurity in the Western parts of Upper Nile have restricted 

agricultural and livelihoods activities, resulting in Crisis food insecurity (Phase 3) classification. In Greater Unity, severe 

food insecurity persists across the region except for Abiemnhom and Pariang which are classified in Stressed food 



 

insecurity (Phase 2) due to significant food assistance. Fighting has re-emerged in Koch, Mayendit and Leer since 

August, thus reversing the anticipated seasonal gains, limiting access to farmland and fishing grounds, disrupting 

markets and hampering humanitarian interventions.  As a result, these three areas are classified in Emergency food 

insecurity (Phase 4).  In Rubkona, Mayom, Guit and Panyijiar the food security situation remains in Crisis food insecurity 

(Phase 3). 

Nutrition IPC Classification – August to September 2016 

Based on the IPC for Acute Malnutrition guidance to focus analysis within the same season, nutrition assessments 

conducted between April and August 2016 were included in the “Current ” analysis. A total of 26 County level 

assessments were used for the “Current” classification which were higher than the 15 assessments available in April 

IPC update.  Based on the analysis, the Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM)/Proxy GAM was “Extreme Critical” (>=30%) in 

Aweil North and Aweil West, which were the only two counties in Northern Bahr el Ghazal with recent assessments,  

and “Critical” (15% to 29.9%) in Akobo, Twic East, Uror, Abiemnhom, Guit, Mayom, Mayendit, Panyinjar, Rubkona, 

Bentiu POC, Pariang, Longetchuk, Nasir, Maiwut, Ulang, Wau, Gogrial West and Gogrial East). Eighty one percent of 

the assessments have GAM above the 15% WHO emergency threshold.  Counties namely, Kapoeta North, Melut, Maban 

and Tonj North are in “Serious” (10% - 14.9%) while Kapoeta South in “Alert” (5% - 9.9%). 

The overall nutrition situation across South Sudan remains Critical and significant deterioration is noted in the two 

counties assessed in Northern Bahr el Ghazal.  Despite some improvements registered in the general food security 

indicators in some areas notably in the Greater Upper Nile region, the nutrition situation continues to lag behind with 

majority of counties above the emergency threshold. 

Key food access, child, maternal and public health factors contribute to the poor nutrition outcomes in South Sudan. 

Sub optimal IYCF practices prevail in many parts of South Sudan; nationally, only 6% of children 6 to 23 months receive 

the Minimum Acceptable Diet (MAD). A meagre 16% of children 6 to 8 months are introduced to complimentary feeds 

timely.  The feeding practices are important for appropriate growth and development in infants and children. 

Additionally, 42% of children under five years suffered from at least one of the common childhood diseases. Poor WASH 

facilities and practices exacerbate the situation whilst coverage of quality health care services remains deplorable.  

Also, access to food has been severely compromised by escalating food prices which when coupled with depleted 

food stocks in the lean season dispose the poor to inadequate food consumption. Widespread conflict notably in the 

Greater Upper Nile, Wau, parts of Eastern and Central Equatoria states also continues to adversely impact the nutrition 

situation. 

The current analysis was limited by insufficient recent evidence; hence the analysis could not provide a current 

classification for all counties in South Sudan.  However, projection analysis was done for most of the counties in the 

country using historical data.  South Sudan IPC TWG and IPC Global Support Unit calls for improved data availability for 

better classification of counties in the next round of IPC analysis. 

Food Insecurity - October to December 2016 Projection 

In the October to December 2016 harvest period, the food security situation is expected to improve seasonally, with 

about 1 million people moving out of Crisis (Phase 3), Emergency (Phase 4) and Catastrophe (Phase 5) food insecurity 

because of consumption of own production; localized stable market prices driven by seasonal availability of local 

production; increased availability of vegetables, fish and milk at household level; and improved road access due to dry 

conditions. However, compared to the same period last year, the situation is expected to be much worse with 40% 

more people (about 1 million) projected to face severe food insecurity this year; this situation could worsen even 

more if the current insecurity situation deteriorates further and spreads to other parts of the country that are 

experiencing relative calm. This worsening situation in the projection period is mainly attributed to the economic crisis 

and resultant high food prices; disruptions to agricultural activities particularly in the Greater Equatoria region which 

is the country’s food basket; and insecurity along the major trade routes that has disrupted market functionality. 

In the Greater Bahr el Ghazal Region, the overall food security situation is expected to improve seasonally. The 

exception is Aweil North, Aweil West and Aweil East where Emergency food insecurity (Phase 4) levels are expected 



 

to persist because of below average harvest, high food prices and market disruptions attributed to the ongoing 

insecurity in Wau. Significant improvements to food security are expected in Greater Warrap where the Greater Tonj 

area is likely to face Stressed food insecurity (Phase 2) mainly as a result of projected short-term stability in prices due 

to availability of local production in the markets and increased access to milk, fish and green vegetables. 

In Greater Equatoria, the food security situation is expected to progressively improve to minimal (Phase 1) and Stressed 

(Phase 2) food insecurity levels due to harvests, availability of milk, fish and green vegetables and groundnuts. The 

exceptions will be Lainya, Juba, Ikotos and Kapoeta East.  In Lainya, Emergency food insecurity (Phase 4) will be 

sustained as the physical security situation is not likely to improve significantly in order to allow households to return 

home and participate in the second season cropping activities. In Juba, the combined effects of recent fighting and 

economic downturn are likely to continue limiting household access to food resulting in Crisis food insecurity (Phase 

3). In Ikotos, insecurity and banditry along roads have significantly limited traders’ capacity to supply markets with 

food commodities resulting in Crisis food insecurity levels (Phase 3) and below average harvest is expected.  In Kapoeta 

East, Crisis food insecurity (Phase 3) will be sustained due to an expected poor harvest because of long dry spells 

during the production season; low volume of milk and meat due to poor pasture conditions; persistent insecurity 

associated with banditry and cattle raiding which is also affecting livestock marketing activities; and high food prices 

that are reducing access to food for the poor households. 

Nutrition – October to December 2016 Projection 

In the upcoming season (September -December 2016), the nutrition situation is expected improve slightly in most 

counties akin to a typical year, attributed to the expected harvest, pasture and availability of milk. Admissions to 

nutrition programmes are also expected to decrease in most counties during this season, related to decreased 

incidence of malnutrition during the harvest season. However, given the current existing burden of acute malnutrition, 

market price trend and existing conflict, the nutrition situation in Northern Bahr el Ghazal and Unity states will have 

insignificant changes and will likely remain in “Critical”.  Counties in the Greater Jonglei, Upper Nile, Central and Eastern 

Equatoria are likely to be in alert phase.  There is no evidence to classify Juba urban (based on the new IPC for Acute 

Malnutrition protocols). All IPC partners involved in the analysis agreed that the nutrition situation in Juba urban is 

likely to be at serious if not critical level given the recent conflict, economic crisis and market dependency of the urban 

population as well the poor hygiene and sanitation situation which contributed to the recent cholera outbreak. The 

need for close monitoring of the situation and scale up of interventions to address the contributing factors is urgent 

while the treatment of acute malnutrition should also be continued. 

  



 

IPC CLASSIFICATION FOR SOUTH SUDAN FOR AUGUST TO SEPTEMBER 2016 

 

 
Disclaimer: State and County boundaries on this map do not imply acceptance or recognition by the Government of 
South Sudan and partners. They are shown on the map only for humanitarian work purposes. Source: NBS 

 

POPULATION DISTRIBUTION FOR AUGUST TO SEPTEMBER 2016 

State 
Mid-2016 

Population 
(NBS) 

Phase 1 
Minimal 

Phase 2 
Stressed 

Phase 3 
Crisis 

Phase 4 
Emergency 

Catastrophe 

% of Crisis,  
Emergency & 
Humanitarian 
Catastrophe 

Central Equatoria 1,581,765 680,000 350,000 570,000 60,000 - 39.8% 

Eastern Equatoria 1,142,503 340,000 495,000 255,000 50,000 - 26.7% 

Jonglei 1,790,579 460,000 925,000 180,000 65,000 - 13.7% 

Lakes 1,094,426 400,000 470,000 310,000 30,000 - 31.1% 

Northern Bahr el Ghazal 1,393,547 140,000 275,000 620,000 350,000 30,000 71.8% 

Unity 1,030,081 175,000 405,000 485,000 145,000 - 61.2% 

Upper Nile 1,236,597 265,000 450,000 290,000 70,000 - 29.1% 

Warrap 1,299,058 435,000 360,000 400,000 105,000 - 38.9% 

Western Bahr el Ghazal 536,115 65,000 170,000 260,000 35,000 - 55.0% 

Western Equatoria 798,416 420,000 285,000 100,000 10,000 - 13.8% 

Total 11,903,088 3,380,000 4,185,000 3,470,000 920,000 30,000 37.1% 

 
  



 

IPC CLASSIFICATION FOR SOUTH SUDAN FOR OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2016 

 

 
Disclaimer: State and County boundaries on this map do not imply acceptance or recognition by the Government of 
South Sudan and partners. They are shown on the map only for humanitarian work purposes. Source: NBS 
 

POPULATION DISTRIBUTION FOR OCTOBER TO DECEMBER 2016 

State 
Mid-2016 

Population 
(NBS) 

Phase 1 
Minimal 

Phase 2 
Stressed 

Phase 3 
Crisis 

Phase 4 
Emergency 

Catastrophe 

% of Crisis,  
Emergency & 
Humanitarian 
Catastrophe 

Central Equatoria 1,581,765 935,000 200,000 470,000 50,000 - 32.9% 

Eastern Equatoria 1,142,503 440,000 530,000 170,000 - - 14.9% 

Jonglei 1,790,579 545,000 875,000 190,000 20,000 - 11.7% 

Lakes 1,094,426 535,000 415,000 265,000 - - 24.2% 

Northern Bahr el Ghazal 1,393,547 140,000 465,000 515,000 300,000 - 58.5% 

Unity 1,030,081 210,000 420,000 455,000 120,000 - 55.8% 

Upper Nile 1,236,597 400,000 400,000 245,000 30,000 - 22.2% 

Warrap 1,299,058 500,000 520,000 255,000 25,000 - 21.6% 

Western Bahr el Ghazal 536,115 85,000 195,000 125,000 125,000 - 46.6% 

Western Equatoria 798,416 520,000 260,000 35,000 - - 4.4% 

Total 11,903,088 4,310,000 4,280,000 2,725,000 670,000 - 28.5% 

 

  



 

IPC FOR ACUTE MALNUTRITION MAP FOR SOUTH SUDAN: AUGUST 2016 

 
  



 

IPC FOR ACUTE MALNUTRITION MAP FOR SOUTH SUDAN: SEPTEMBER TO DECEMBER 2016 

 
 

 


